814                   SOCIAL TENDENCIES
In the matter of soeial contact, the rules can never have been very strict in a mixed population like that of India. The story told of Nana Fadnavis, that he used to bathe from head to foot after an interview with a foreigner, to wash off the contamination, is probably exaggerated, and, in any case, is meant to illustrate his political intolerance in the waning days of Maratha supremacy. Of a similar nature are probably the tales of how a low-caste man in Southern India had to make a detour, because a high-caste man happened to be walking and would not tolerate the passing of the other on the opposite side of the road. But it is perfectly true that any familiar intercourse between the higher and lower castes must have been impossible, so long as exclusive ideas were allowed free play in the social system. Even now there are some castes in Southern India, numbering about four million souls, which are supposed to be so low that they pollute even without touching. Probably the " twice-born " never thought anything of coming into contact with each other in an ordinary way, even though of different castes. But the repugnance to the son of a chamar or sweeper attending the same school as the children of those who wore the sacred thread, was, and still remains invincible. This objection would not be altogether unintelligible in England, where a case was recently brought to public notice, in which a publican had to withdraw his child from a Sunday School